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1. COURSE OBJECTIVES

Right to life, dignity, equality of status and opportunity for persons is proclaimed by
the Constitution of India. Yet in reality discrimination, oppression and violence upon
women has belied the constitutional mandate. Gender equality forms the very basis for
establishing just and peaceful civilized society. Every woman has the innate human
right to Gender justice whereby she can live with dignity and freedom. Gender Justice
is indispensable for human development and progress and requires the sharing of
power and responsibilities between women and men in every aspect of life. This has
been realized by India in particular and the world community at large which has
emphasized upon the equal status of men and women and expressly prohibited
discrimination on the basis of sex. However, the constant perpetuation of crimes
against women in India and the disregard for their rights has belittled the noble ideal of
‘Gender Equality’ as envisaged in the Constitution of India. Effective political
representation of women in Legislature and other forums too has become a difficult
proposition to be achieved. In order to ameliorate the condition of women in India a
number of laws have been enacted which are intended to confer upon them rights and
render protection against violation. Unfortunately Gender justice in India has been
adversely hindered due to institutional bias, apathy and impunity embedded in law.
The debates and discourse around the formulation, interpretation and implementation
of laws related to gender, have been greatly influenced by the emergence of Feminist
jurisprudence. The course on Gender Justice and Feminist Jurisprudence has been
designed to critically examine the normative standards set by law and explore the
intricate contours circumventing the feminist re-imaginations of gender justice.

The objectives of the course are:

1.  To familiarize the students with the concepts of gender justice and gender
equality.

ii.  To develop comprehensive understanding about the internationally recognized
legal instruments pertaining to women.

ii. To study the provisions relating to rights and welfare of women under the
Constitution of the India.

iv.  To familiarize students with the national legal framework relating to women in
India.

v.  To critically analysis the judicial decisions and interpretation in evolving the
rights jurisprudence relating to women.

vi. To introduce students to the concepts, principles and discourses in feminist
jurisprudence.

vii. To enable the students to critically examine statutes, judicial decisions and
discourses on law in the context of feminist perspective.

viii. To inculcate critical thinking and awareness pertaining to key issues
concerning women.

2. TEACHING METHODOLOGY

The teaching methodology shall aim at the generation of critical thinking among the
students. For teaching Gender Justice and Feminist Jurisprudence lecture method along
with alternative and supplementary strategies for effective teaching will be utilized,
such as permissive style of teaching, brain storming, group discussion, seminar
presentation. To develop an understanding on varied topics of gender justice and



feminist jurisprudence, group discussion and brain-storming sessions will be held in
the classroom. To encourage self study, individualized instruction and to inculcate
study attitudes individual seminar topics shall be allotted to students in advance. The
teacher will guide the students in their pursuit of legal learning through application of
the planned teaching process which includes introduction of the basic concept,
presentation and discussion of the subject-matter in details, recapitulation on the topic
discussed through questioning, clarification of doubts and queries, if any, and
suggestions for further readings. The topic for a particular class shall be informed to
the students before hand and readings shall be assigned to them for the said topic.
They are expected to have a basic idea about the topic prior to the class. Subsequent to
a brief lecture on the topic, there shall be class discussion on the same as well as on the
readings assigned. Pursuant to the class discussion, the teacher shall substantiate the
issues raised and answer any questions posed or left unanswered. The topics will be
taught through projected teaching aids like power point presentation and white board.

3. COURSE OUTCOMES
At the completion of the course, it is humbly expected that the students shall:

e Understand the nuances of each module and comprehend the intricacies of various
topics related to gender justice and feminist jurisprudence.

e Be able to analyze the contemporary issues pertaining to gender justice in the light
of the concepts learnt and articulate their ideas on the subject matter of the course.

e Develop critical thinking about the interface between gender justice and feminist
jurisprudence and articulate on the same.

e Acquire the skill of analytical in-depth research along with a publishable research
work

e Improve their knowledge-base and be encouraged to pursue the subject at the
post-graduate level

e Undertake future research work on gender justice and feminist jurisprudence at
Ph.D. level.

4. COURSE EVALUATION METHOD

The course shall be assessed for 200 marks. The Evaluation scheme would be as
follows:

Internal assessment: 70% (140 marks)

External assessment: 30% (60 marks)



Sl. No. | Internal Assessment
| 2 Assignments 2 x 20 marks = 40 marks
2 Seminar/Group Discussion 20 marks
3 Class Test (Twice in a Semester) 2 x 35 marks = 70 marks
4 Attendance in Class 10 marks
5 Semester End Examination 60 marks

5. DETAILED STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE (SPECIFYING COURSE MODULES
AND SUB-MODULES)

MODULE I

Gender Justice

» Concept of Gender Justice and Gender Equality
Constitutional Provisions:

» Preamble
Fundamental Rights
Directive Principles of State Policy

Fundamental Duties

YV V V V

Privileges on Election to Panchayats and Municipalities

International Perspective:

Human Rights of Women

Civil and Political Rights

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
Discrimination against Women

Violence against Women

YV V. V V VYV V

Gender Equality and Sustainable development Goals

MODULE 11

Women and Criminal law in India:

» Rape
» Demand for dowry
» Dowry death



Cruelty by husband

Sexual harassment
Outraging the modesty of a women
Acid Attack

Voyeurism

Stalking

Trafficking

Causing Miscarriage
Domestic Violence
Kidnapping and Abduction
Bigamy

Adultery

Honour Killing

Witch Hunting

VVVVVVYVYVYVYVVYVYYVYYVYYYVY

MODULE III

Family Law and Women:

» Rights of Woman during Marriage and Divorce
Right of Woman to Maintenance

Right of Woman to be Guardian

Adoption of Children by Woman

Y V V V

Property and Succession Rights of Women

Labour Legislations and Women:

» The Factories Act, 1948
Employee’s State Insurance Act, 1948
The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961

YV V V

Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal)
Act, 2013
» Code of Wages 2019

MODULE 1V

Feminist Jurisprudence:

» Origins

» The Inquiries of Feminist Jurisprudence

» Three Generations of Feminism — Equality; Difference and Complex Identities



YV V V V V V

Women and Ideology

The Public and the Private

Cultural Pluralism and Women’s Rights

Feminist Legal Methods

Allied Intellectual Movements — Critical Race Theory ; LGBT Scholarship

Applied Feminist Legal Scholarship — Economic and Sexual subordination of

Women; Motherhood and Reproduction
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International Legal Instruments:

= International Commission on Status of Women 1946

= Universal Declaration of Human Rights 1948

= Convention on the Political Rights of Women 1952

= International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 1966

= International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 1966

= Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 1979
= Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women 1993

= Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action 1995

= Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability 2006

Statutes:

= Constitution of India, 1950

= National Commission for Women Act 1990

= The Indian Penal Code 1860

= The Indian Evidence Act 1872

= The Factories Act, 1948

= Employee’s State Insurance Act, 1948

= The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961

=  The Criminal Procedure Code 1973

= The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956

= The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961

= The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971

= The Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986

= The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex
Selection) Act,

= 1994

= Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005

= Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2013

= The National Food Security Act, 2013

= Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal)
Act, 2013

= The Rights of Persons with Disability Act, 2016

= Code of Wages 2019
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