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ò What's the use of a 

fine house if you 

haven't got a toler-

able planet to put it 

on? ó  

 

ˈ Henry David 

 Thoreau  
 

The rate at which we 

are exploiting the Earth 

at present is at its  

highest. A bit of  

awareness can help 

change this. Lex Terra is 

a mode of creating 

awareness. An effort 

made by the Seventh 

S e m e s t e r  

Environmental Law 

Specialisation Students 

of B.A.,LL.B, it is an 

e x t e n s i o n  o f  a  

classroom exercise 

which the students  

under Asstt. Prof. 

Chiradeep Basak intend 

to put forward to the 

entire family of NLU -A. 

A bit of contribution 

here and a bit of  

contribution there from 

each one of us is what 

the Earth desperately 

needs at this point of 

time. Through Lex 

Terra, the students  

intend to highlight  

important happenings 

in the  f ie ld of  

Environment which we 

all must be aware of.  

 

Every issue of Lex Terra 

would be a collection of 

various Environment 

specific news items 

which will be touching 

various facets of  

environmental law as 

well. Law is the best 

instrument to usher in 

any kind of change and 

c h a n g e  i n  o u r  

approach towards our 

interaction with the 

environment is a  

necessity right now.  
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Message from Team Lex Terra 

About CELAR 
The primary mission of Centre for 

Environmental Law, Advocacy amd 

Research (CELAR) of National Law 

University, Assam is to engage in  

advocacy and research on public  

interest environmental issues. For 

the purpose, it will organize  

workshops and seminars to educate 

and develop skills, convene confer-

ences to promote exchange of ideas, 

conduct training programmes for 

capacity building in environmental 

law issues, undertake research on 

lega l  concerns and publ ish  

periodically, newsletters and jour-

nals. 

The objectives of the CELAR are as 

follows:  

¶ To inspire and educate stu-

dents  by providing hand-on 

advocacy experience and  

direct exposure to the issues. 

¶ Strengthen access to justice by 

undertaking high quality  

multið disciplinary research on 

contemporary legal issues  

pertaining to environment. 

¶ Advocate for reforms in  

environmental law through 

scientifically sound legislative 

proposals. 

¶ Organise training programmes 

for strengthening the legal  

c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  o n  

environmental laws doe civil 

servants, law enforcement  

authorities, non-governmental 

organizat ions and media  

personnel. 

¶ Publish periodically journals and 

newsletters on environmental 

law.  

ñ Professor (Dr.) Yugal Kishore,  

Centre Head, CELAR  

job, from planning, to setting clear 

goals and appraising the outcome.  

 

It gives us immense delight to inform 

our readers that we are going to 

have separate segment from 6th  

issue on short articles, case studies/

legislative/case commentaries on  

environmental law from NLUA  

students, every fortnight. 

 

Our issues goes online every 1st and 

16th of each month. Contributions 

for the next issues are invited. The 

same will be reviewed and then pub-

lished online. Maximum of 10 write 

ups  w i l l  be  par t  o f  th i s  

segment. 

 

Please keep pouring down your  

support and concern for mother  

nature. 

 

Thank you 

 

Have a prosperous year ahead! 

 

Happy Reading! 

Dear Readers,  

 

Lex Terra proudly presents it's  

nineth issue for all the would be 

legal eagles and scholars of NLU, 

Assam. With your continuous sup-

port, she will maintain her tempo 

and share all relevant news vis-a-vis  

environment, through this virtual 

interface.  

 

We congratulate the Lex Terra 

team for its praiseworthy collective 

efforts. 

The team of Lex Terra wishes to 

thank all of those who supported 

this initiative. We would like to  

express out gratitude to our  

respected Viceð Chancellor, Prof. 

(Dr.) Vijender Kumar for his  

continuous support and timely  

inputs. We would like to thank 

Prof. (Dr.) Yugal Kishore, the  

Centre Head of CELAR for his help 

and encouragement. Lastly, we 

would like to thank Mr. Chiradeep 

Basak, Centre Co-ordinator of  

CELAR,  who has been  a source of  

inspiration from the outset,  

a long-side h is unre lent ing  

contribution to all phases of the 
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Courtesyð  Google 
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As the year 2015 comes to a close, news bulle-

tins enthusiastically and extensively pen on the 

sweeping measures taken up by the Honõble Su-

preme Court of India to tackle the alarming level 

of air pollution in National Capital Region 

(NCR) (owing to the escalating use of vehicles). 

Acknowledging this long drawn concern of  

tackling vehicular air pollution, this small column 

of the 9th edition of Lex Terra feels necessary 

to devote an insight to the National Auto Fuel 

Policy of India, 2003. 

The concern of vehicular pollution is as old as 

the eigthies, with the rapid proliferation of  

gasoline/diesel vehicles. With the notification 

under the Environment (Protection) Act 1996, 

major steps were undertaken with regard to  

reduction of vehicular emissions and  

improvement of auto fuel. Significant steps were 

also undertaken in 1996 and 2000 (such as  

introduction of lead free catalytic converters and 

many more). However, with the dawn of the 

millennium, it was found that a plethora of Public 

Interest Litigations (PILs) had been filed in courts 

across the nation for controlling vehicular  

pollution. Thus, a need arose to examine and 

treat the problems with regard to the diverse 

aspects (including costs and security) of auto 

emissions, auto technologies and auto fuel qual-

ity. Thus, in a meeting dated 30 August 2001 

chaired by the Prime Minister, it was decided 

that an Expert Committee would be set up with 

regard to the same. Consequently, the Ministry 

of Petroleum and Natural Gas constituted an 

Expert Committee on 13 September 2001 to ð 

¶ Suggest an Auto Fuel Policy for India.  

¶ Suggest a roadmap for its implementation 

to attain the desired objectives [such as; 

suitable auto fuels, automobile technolo-

gies, etc.]  

Dr. R.A. Mashelkar, Director General, Council 

of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) headed 

it. The Final Report by the Committee was  

Rashmi Patowary 
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submitted on 25 September 2002. This was further 

examined by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural 

Gas in consultation with the Ministries of Finance,  

Environment & Forests, Road Transport & Highways, 

Non-Conventional Energy Sources, Planning  

Commission and State Governments. What came out 

from the intense evaluation and deliberation was the 

National Auto Fuel Policy 2003. 

The salient features of the National Auto Fuel Policy 

2003 are as given below- 

It lays down a strategy (in other words, a roadmap) 

for achieving various vehicular emission norms over a 

period of time and the corresponding fuel quality up-

gradation requirements (cities facing serious pollution 

levels have been brought under a separate road map 

for quicker adoption of emission norms). However, it 

does not recommend any particular fuel or technol-

ogy for achieving the desired emission norms. 

It states that, liquid fuels should remain as main auto 

fuels throughout the country and that the use of 

Compressed Natural Gas/ Liquid Petroleum Gas 

(CNG/LPG) be encouraged in cities affected by higher 

pollution levels so as to enable vehicle owners to 

have the choice of the fuel and technology  

combination.  

It mentions that, technologies that produce biofuels 

and vehicles that uses these biofuels should be en-

couraged by providing research and development in-

centives and other forms of financial support. 

¶ It suggested the following measures for reduc-

tion of pollution from in-use vehicles:  

¶ New improved Pollution Under Control (PUC) 

checking system for vehicles. 

¶ Inspection & maintenance (I&M) system for  

vehicles. 

¶ Performance checking system of catalytic  

converter and conversion kits for CNG/LPG. 

¶ Augmentation of city public transport system. 

¶ Compliance of emission norms by city public 

service vehicles and inter State vehicles. 

It states that, studies should be undertaken for  


