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About CELARriodically, newsletters and

journals.

The primary mission of Centre forrpg objectives of the CELAR are ag
Environmental Law, Advocacy amgljows:

Research (CELAR) of National Law
University, Assam is to engage i
advocacy and research on public
interest environmental issues. For
the purpose, it will organize
workshops and seminars to educaté
and develop skills, convene
conferences to promote exchange of
ideas, conduct training programmes
for capacity building in environmental
law issues, undertake research om
legal concerns and publish

To inspire and educate
students by providing hanoh
advocacy experience and
direct exposure to the issues.

Strengthen access to justice by
undertaking high quality

multid disciplinary research ong
contemporary legal issues

pertaining to environment.

reforms
law through

Advocate for
environmental

Message from Teanherra

Dear Readers,

It is with much joy and anticipation that we 55

present to you
fortnightly newsletterLex Terra.

We congratulate the

The team ofLex Terravishes to thank all of

team
continuous and praiseworthy collective efforts.
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scientifically sound
proposals.

legislative

Organise training programmes
for strengthening the legal
capacity building on
environmental laws doe civil
servants, law enforcement
authorities, norgovernmental
organizations and media
personnel.

Publish periodically journals and
newsletters on environmental
law.

in i Professor (Dr.) Yugal Kishore,

Centre Head, CELAR

Based on our publication's impact factor as well

some

requests and

suggestions by

t he t w8derhidiaRs frond dthérelaw &dhools: wé- Hakked s
decided to share our publication with all law
~schools, administrators along with a pool of
for its eminent environmental activists, researchers and

lawyers in India and overseas. Since we are not

having triskaidekaphobia, we will also start

accepting contributions from all over India from

those who supported this initiative. We would the thirteenth issue onwardsSo if you are
like to express out gratitude to our respected willing to be part of this venture, kindly
Viced Chancellor, Prof. (Dr.) Vijender Kumar contribute.

for his continuous support and timely inputs.Qur issues goes online every 1st and 16th of
We would like to thank Prof. (Dr.) Yugal each month.

KiShore, the Centre Head of CELAR for his Please keep pouring down your Support and
help and encouragement. We would like t0Oconcern  for

thank Mr.

Chiradeep Basak, Centre €0 mother nature.

ordinator of CELAR, who has been a source

of inspiration from the outset, alorgide his Thank you
unrelenting contribution to all phases of the

job, from planning, to setting clear goals and

appraising the outcome. Lastly, we would als¢{appy Reading!
like to extend our gratitude to our faculty

advisors, Ms. Shannu Narayan and Mr. Nayan

Jyoti Pathak for their ideas and relentless

support.
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INDIAFRICA: THE JOURNEY OF TWO DEPEN
IN A GREEN MEADOW

Chiradeep Basak
Assistant Professor of Law & Law ,
National Law University, Assam

Agriculture not only gives riches to a nation, but the only riches she
can call her own...

- Samuel Johnson

Poetical and prosaieAfraia linkages burgeoned after Indian independence, pe
under the charismatic leadership of Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. Indian
writers highlight Indian solidarity with African struggles for independence, part

Nehruvian moral leadership of-AthgMéahMovement.

IndiaAfrica partnership is a high watermark i adés families depend up
catalysing the socieconomic transformation of 70% of Indian population lives in rural areas. Food
over 2 billion people through bilateral developmergecurity and procurement is one of the major
co-operation. Steadily, this bilateral tie nurturedssues in front of India. Albeit, it is the largest
way ahead of mere trade relations and imbibgatoducer of milk, pulses, spices and second
several other aspects such as educatiolargest producer of wheat, rice, cotton, farmed
science technology, culture, industry andfish, tea, sugarcane and vegetables, it finds a big
agriculture. This short essay portrays the facade ciiallenge to meet the demands of its escalating
agriculture, which is one of the major economipopulation.

sectors in Africa as well as India. According to a

report of FICCI, agriculture in Africa accounts fo;rhe gommon chaticiipes

20% of GDP and employs 60% of total WOkaOI’CGB.Oth India and Africa are confronting common

Hence, agriculture is the vertebral column of Africzi).rc’blemS of |pavalrty
It is the largest contributor to Gross Nationalpmduc“v'ty/un't land and food insecurity. There

hunger, lack of agricultural

. . is @ dire need of mutual cooperation to initiate
Income, the biggest source of foreign exchange and

main generator of savings and tax revenue. On t#\ueC'd policy acianzetIgER SNSRI A"

other hand, India is also regarded as the glol:)rgﬁloect o/ agniciit il eI - >

. JILIR entered into three levels institutional
powerhouse of agriculture. But still, it shares a com-

mon issue with Africa. Nearly, three quarters of Inf_rameworks.
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1 Establishment at Regional Level; Under this level, JBC facilitates various business
1 Establishment at Pam African Level, promotion and bilateral dialogues to all
1 Establishment at Bilateral Level; other forums at other abovementioned
1 Establishment at sectoral Level. levels.
At Regional Level, following outline has been
At Sectoral Level, following initiatives has been
proposed:
enunciated:
1 Farm Science Centres;
0 Material Testing Laboratories for Several IndéAfrica conferences have been
. ] organized in association with Ministry of
Highways;
0 Soil, Water and Tissue Testing Labora- Petroleum and Natural Gas, Govt. of India.
. In addition, many other agrifood summits
tories;
0 Solar Charging stations: has also been organized to address the
. by . issues related to water, health, agriculture
T Biomass gasifier systems;
1 Agricultural Seed Production and and many-ies

At Pan African Level , following frameworks

has been proposed:

At Bilateral Level, following initiatives have

been framed:

demo centres. But in spite of several agricultural, food aid funds,

schemes and programs, the picture still remains as
it is. Although developing countries as a whole per
capita agricultural production increased by about
40% between 1980 and 2001, in sub Saharan Africa

it fell by about 5%. At present juncture, Africa is

To establish Food processing cluster;
To establish cohesive textile cluster;

To establish Centre for Medium Range

Weathering Forecasting: under major crisis in the field of agriculture. The

To establish Indidfrica University for productivity is declining and access to food, land

Life and Earth Sciences and Institute o1';1nd other vital resources for the poor has gone

Agriculture and Rural Development. astray. Food crisis has now been accompanied by
other concurrent issues like Climate Change,
Humanitarian Crisis (Armed Conflicts). Due to

Climate Change, there has been a massive

FICCI has built an institutional mechanismy,ctyation in the carbon emission in environment.

known as Joint Business Councils (JBCs}js js a major irony that, the struggling developing
This JBCs links with all major Africancqyntries are suffering for the debacle shaped due
countries to assist and facilitate B2Byy the conducts of the developed countries. In
interaction on a regular basis; addition, to this the armed conflicts in several

states of Africa have raised major concern for the
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international political scenario itself. India needs
to stand by those states during their crisis by
facilitating them with an organizational and
political impetus to form a better democracy
because most of these states have either weak
democracies or no democracies at all.
Unfavourable market situations and meagre
admission to markets are also chief problems for
the African farmers. Another noticeable issue in
Africa as well as India is w.r.t gender inequality.
A major portion of agricultural activities is
carried out by women but they do not enjoy the
rights of owning land and cultivate cash crops.

The Way Forward

The second Africa India Forum Summit in Addis
Ababa paved a nefangled facet of Africindia
bilateral relationship. Government of India
declared line of credit of US $5 billion for next
three years to assist Africa accomplish its goals.
In addition, India has also committed a financial
support of US $2 million for the African Union

Mission.

The existing policies should change its trajectory
to a concrete foundation and broaden the
horizons of their agricultural sectors. This can

be done in following ways:

1 By promoting as well as rendering
technological knowhow and agricultural
research;

1 By educating, building capacity of the
individuals within communities and en-
couraging sesufficiency;

1 By creating a milieu for addition of the
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all vital value chain flowing from agriculture;

By promoting communal farming;

By enacting evidence based policy
measures;

By knowledge transfer and adoption of
common research priorities for a prospective
tomorrow;

By generating income based support to
farmers;

By attracting young farmers in the sector of
agriculture. This can be done by giving them a
financial impetus during initial phase;

By involving the affected farmers under
effective small and active farmer schemes. The
focus should be on quality rather than
guantity;

By promoting the commodities with the
potential of high growth capacity, for example
dairy technology, mushroom farming etc.;

By supporting for a long term food security
resolution;

By improving access to water, land and
seeds;

By involving NGOs to guide the farmers.

By encouraging and facilitating the farmers
to diversify to higher value commodities;

By encouraging the states to enact, adopt
and realize gender equivalent norms and
providing women, the right to own land and
grow cash crops;

By aiding, advising
knowledge before drawing any appropriate
measures in the field of policy and agricultural
research;

Instead of small scale regular food aid



